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An Introduction to IPCAs

IPCAs seek to improve the protection and 
conservation of lands and waters for future 
generations. 

Key Principles of IPCAs

o Indigenous-led 

o Represent a long-term commitment to 
conservation

o Elevate Indigenous rights and responsibilities
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Legal Authorities for 
IPCAs
The dominance of Western legal theory has narrowed 
the range of legal frameworks for protected areas 

o The failure to recognize Indigenous laws and their 
legitimacy means Indigenous communities who have 
established IPCAs pursuant to their Indigenous laws are 
often not recognized by the more dominant, Crown-
legal structure.

o It also means that for lands where Indigenous 
communities have declared moratoriums on logging, 
mineral exploration or development, these protection 
measures may not be respected by virtue of not being 
established within the more dominant legal system.
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Law Reform and IPCA 
Legislation

The need for IPCA legislation, which recognizes both 
Indigenous and Crown legal traditions, and upholds the 

three key principles of IPCAs. 

In the alternative or as a shorter-term measure, 
existing protected areas legislation should be amended 

to support IPCAs, as a distinct category of protected 
area.
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Questions?

______________

Thank you!
Miigwetch!

kerrie@blaiselegal.com
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