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Overview

• RCBC -- Who we are

• Information Services

• EPR Programs
• Access

• Other Waste Reduction 
Strategies
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Existing EPR programs
-- recycling, HHW, waste electronics, used tires, batteries, scrap metal & white metal, oil, paints & solvents, etc

Providing guidance on how our First Nation communities can become involved in these initiatives, how to gain access and support for the programs being offered, and to engage in discussion and answer any questions our communities may have. 



Recycling Council of BC Information Services
• 1974
• Communications

• Mission Statement: “The Recycling Council of British Columbia (RCBC) facilitates the 
exchange of ideas and knowledge that enable efficient solutions to eliminate waste.”

• Audience:
• General Public, RCBC Members, Regional & Provincial
Governments, Businesses (large & small), Non-Profit 
Organizations, Stewardship Organizations…everyone!

• Information Services
• 1990 Recycling Hotline
• 2009 Recyclepedia
• 2011 Smartphone App 
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Baby animals increase productivity – I read it on the internet, so it must be true! RCBC has been around since 1974, we started as a community based organization – but over time our audience has expanded. A key component of our objective as an organization is around sharing information; and our audience is wide-ranging!
The BC Recycling Hotline launched in 1990 as a phone-in service, in 2009 we expanded to the web-based Recyclepedia, and 2 years after that we launched the Recyclepedia app for iPhone and Android. So what that means, is we’ve been collecting data, and seeing trends for almost 30 years.




BC Recycling Hotline, Recyclepedia & App
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Over 50,000 calls a year
We currently have 5 full time agents.
Answer questions on what goes in the blue box, how to get rid of random items�215,000+ inquiries in 2018 across all 3 platforms
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Top 10 materials for each platform. How does this list compare to the materials you are managing within your communities?
There were over 10, 000 inquiries for fridges (that’s about 31 inquiries a day over 365 days), but it doesn’t even show up in the Top 10 for the app. The app is smaller items; the Hotline phone inquiries larger items.
Interesting observation –textile scraps have shown up in one of our Top 10 lists in 2017 and hasn’t left!




Lord of Recycling
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Why Recycle?
Yay!

• Protection of environment

• Preservation of resources

• Employment opportunities

• Community engagement

Boo!

• Pollution / Illegal dumping

• Costly to manage / Landfill capacity

• Risk to wildlife /  Human health
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Litter and illegal dumping end up polluting streets, parks, waterways and the environment.  They can also attract rodents and pests 
The health risks associated with illegal dumping are significant. Areas used for illegal dumping may be easily accessible to people, especially children, who are vulnerable to the physical (protruding nails or sharp edges) and chemical (harmful fluids or dust) hazards posed by wastes. Rodents, insects, and other vermin attracted to dump sites may also pose health risks. 

Finally, the costs to local government and industry associated with continuous clearing of illegally dumped waste materials are significant. Some urban areas have reported spending several million dollars per year on cleanup, hauling, and disposal activities associated with illegal dump sites. These costs may be passed along to residents in the form of higher service fees or property taxes. 



Linear Economy
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Image source: https://www.vision.org/environmental-sustainability-use-reuse-recycle-5669

https://www.vision.org/environmental-sustainability-use-reuse-recycle-5669


Circular Economy
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Starts with design for environment



What is an EPR Program?
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• Extended Producer Responsibility

• Provincially regulated

• Funding 
• Environmental Handling Fee, Eco-Fee

• Why are EPR programs important?
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What is EPR?

Why is this program important?
EPR programs ensure that valuable resources (eg. metals) that can and should be recycled. In addition, keeping hazardous materials that could pose environmental problems out of landfill sites. Programs ensure that materials are processed and recycled in a safe and environmentally sound manner. 

Program Funding- Environmental Handling Fee (EHF)
The program is funded by an environmental handling fee (EHF) levied on the sale of new products in the designated categories. The environmental handling fee will fund:
 
Collection, handling, processing and recycling
Communication and public education
Administration expenses
Compliance provisions 
 
The cost of the program is not borne by general taxpayers, but by consumers and producers of designated electronics products.

How much are the fees?
 
The environmental handling fee is specific to product type and will reflect the true costs of managing the program. Fees will be determined by comparing and harmonizing with other jurisdictions (e.g. Alberta). Funding mechanisms will be established to prevent cross subsidy between the major categories of electronics (e.g. between computers and televisions) so that each category bears its own, and only its own, costs of collection and recycling. The environmental handling fee will be evaluated on an annual basis and will be adjusted to ensure there is enough revenue generated to operate the program and that funds are not being over or under accumulated.   
 
How will I know whether I’ve paid an eco-fee on my purchase?
The environmental handling fee (EHF) may appear on your sales receipt. (Note: Some smaller companies may choose not to show the fee should the costs of system changes be prohibitive. In this case the producer and/or the seller would indicate to consumers, through point-of sale information, that the fee is included in the product price).

Will I get money back?
There is no refund paid back when returning items for recycling (exception is bev containers) as the EHF is not a deposit; can return items at no charge and be assured they will be recycled responsibly.




Used Oil and Antifreeze

• Used engine oil, filters, containers

• Antifreeze & containers
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Beer Containers
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BC Brewers’ Recycled Container Collection Council (BRCCC) is responsible for the collection of refillable glass beer and cider bottles (which are returned to brewers for re-use), metal beverage alcohol cans (which are compacted for efficient processing) and their associated secondary packaging (cases, cartons, can rings, etc.).

Glass bottles can be refilled up to 12 times; can persist in landfills for 500 years (essentially forever!)




Household Batteries
• Household alkaline (AA, AAA etc)

• NiMH (Rechargeable) 

• new batteries, stainless steel 
products and more

• Collection site – free shipping
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Types of batteries covered under program: 
�Nickel Cadmium (Ni-Cd)
Nickel Metal Hydride (Ni-MH)
Lithium Ion (Li-ion)
Nickel Zinc (Ni-Zn)
Lithium Primary
Alkaline (AA, AAA, 9V, ect...)
Button Cells 
Carbon Zinc
� 
Small Sealed Lead Acid (SSLA/Pb) used in portable electronic products.  Includes uninterrupted power supply (UPS) batteries. * maximum 5 kg/11 lb each*
Includes batteries from power tools, cellular and cordless phones, laptop computers, camcorders, digital cameras, and remote control toys, mini-vacuums, cordless blenders, electric toothbrushes, etc...
Also Accepted: Cell phones (no chargers or accessories)
Not Included:  Large lead acid batteries, such as car and truck batteries.
All of the rechargeable batteries and cell phones collected through the Call2Recycle program are recycled and used to create other types of materials, including new batteries, stainless steel products and more. 



Small Appliances
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• Kitchen – blenders, hot plates

• Steamers, irons

• Hair dryers, curling irons

• Bathroom scales

• Power Tools

• Sewing Machines

• Treadmills

• Alarm Clocks

• Plug in air freshener

• Fog Machine

Presenter
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Kitchen countertop
Floor cleaning
Weight measurement
Time measurement
Exercise machines
Sewing and Textile
Personal Care
Garment Care
Sports and Leisure
Power Tools




Electronics
• Computers / Laptops & accessories 

• Ride-on Toys, E-toys

• Medical & Monitoring Devices

• CDs / DVDs / VHS

• Video Gaming Systems & accessories 

• Musical Instruments

• Non-cellular Telephones & Answering 
Machines

• Home Theatre in a Box (HTB) Systems

• Personal – digital cameras, MP3 players
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Electronic waste contains valuable resources such as metals that can and should be recycled. In addition, electronics can contain hazardous materials that could pose environmental problems in landfill sites. 



Beverage Containers
• Ready-to-drink beverage containers

• Deposit refund

• Juice / Pop / Water
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Car Batteries
• Lead Acid Batteries (LABs)
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-- the majority of the RCFs for the public were at Retail Locations 
-- estimates that 96% of all battery lead is recovered and recycled



Large Appliances
• White goods

• Fridges / Freezers / AC
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Refrigerators and Freezers $11.50
Air Conditioners
Dehumidifiers
Washers & Dryers
Ranges
Built-In and Over the Range Microwaves
Dishwashers
Food Waste Disposers
Trash Compactors
Electric Hot Beverage Dispensers
Electric Cold Beverage Dispensers




Medications
• Prescription / Non-Prescription

• Natural Health Products
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Pills, creams, gels, liquids
Remove or black out any personal identification from all medications to be returned. Collect all dry medications such as pills and tablets into a bag or container. Keep liquids, creams and inhalers in their original packaging. Bring your products to one of our participating pharmacies in your area. 



Outdoor Power Equipment

• Chainsaw

• Tiller

• Lawn Mower

• Pressure Washer
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Electric powered mowers, snow throwing equipment and gardening tools - corded and/or battery powered. Outdoor power equipment that relies on a fuel-powered engine is not included in the program, however many collection sites may accept them, at their discretion.





Paint & HHW
Household

• Paints / Spray Paints

• Pesticides

• Flammable Liquids

• Gasoline
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Light Recycle – Lights & Fixtures
• Fluorescent tubes

• Compact fluorescent lights (CFLs)

• Light emitting diodes (LEDs)

• Incandescent and halogen bulbs.

• Flashlights

• Christmas light strings

• Table lamps

• Chandeliers

• Lighting ballasts and transformers, 
including PCB ballasts 
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Smoke & CO Alarms
• Expired – 5 years
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Smoke alarms that use ionization technology contain a small amount of radioactive material. It is protected behind a layer of metal and cannot harm you as long as it is contained. However, it can be dangerous if not disposed of correctly. In addition, all smoke and CO alarms contain recyclable materials, such as plastic and metal, which can be recycled into new materials instead of taking up unnecessary landfill space.



Packaging & Printed Paper

Depot & Curbside

• Paper 
• ONP, OCC, boxboard, MWP

• Cartons and Paper Cups
• Paper cups, cartons

• Plastic Containers
• Clamshells, garden trays

• Aluminium & Steel Containers
• Aerosols, aluminium foil, tins

• Glass 
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Packaging & Printed Paper

Depot Only

• Plastic Bags and Overwrap
• Grocery, bread, produce, outerwrap, 

overwrap

• Foam Packaging
• Meat trays, foam clamshells

• Other Flexible Plastic Packaging
• Zipper lock pouches, chip bags, cereal 

bags, net produce bags
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Cell Phones
• Cellphones

• Pagers

• Smartphones

• Wireless PDAs

• External Aircards

• Headsets

• Chargers

• Batteries

• Memory sticks

• Other accessories
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Launched in November 2009, Recycle My Cell is a free province-wide recycling program for cellphones organized by the Canadian Wireless Telecommunications Association (CWTA) in conjunction with cellphone service providers, handset manufacturers and recycling companies.
They are refurbished or dismantled for scrap; scrap is used to produce new mobile devices and a variety of other items. More than 95% of the materials in a mobile device are recyclable!



Tires
• Passenger & Light Truck

• Agricultural Drive

• Logger / Skidder

• Bike tires and tubes
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FAQ FRIDAY
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RCBC Resources – FAQ Friday, factsheets, infographics



Recycling Programs

• Depots

• Curbside 

• Round-up Events

• Reuse Days

• Swap Sheds

• Repair Cafes
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Can look different:
Depots – limited hours, operated by volunteers
Curbside – Calgary, pickup truck
Round up – annual collection events, work with other agencies incl EPR, ambassadors 
Reuse Days – organized garage sale, post-event pick up?




Resource Guide
• Planning / Audits

• What to Recycle

• Education

• Resources

• Funding

First Nations Field Services Specialist job opening

Maureen Cooper, mcooper@recyclebc.ca
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RCBC Membership
• Complimentary 2019 membership

• Newsletters, advisories, consultations etc

• Events, awards, resources (WRW)

members@rcbc.ca
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Our primary responsibility is education about community-specific recycling and waste reduction opportunities. 
-- facilitate sharing of best practices and networking to build collaborative relationships that help to resolve waste-related issues and challenges communities face around the province. 

-- opportunity for RCBC members to engage with First Nations communities to better understand the waste and recycling issues they are facing as well. 

-- a great time to engage on the future of plastics in Canada, with the federal government’s recent announcement relating to banning some single-use plastics. As we learn additional details on what materials will be included and how these bans will be introduced and enforced, RCBC will share this information with our members. 

The sector most likely for your membership will be government/institutional. We would also like to form a First Nations RCBC caucus to represent the unique perspective of each community that joins as a benefit to all. 

mailto:members@rcbc.ca


Thank you!
@recyclingbc
-- Twitter, Facebook, Instagram

Email: harv@rcbc.ca
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Thank you for your time!
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