​​​​​​​​​______________________ Nation

Communiqué

Third Parties and Lessees

(Date)

On __________, 200__   _____________ First Nation band members will cast their ballots in a Ratification Vote. The transfer of land management authority will occur when the members of _____________ First Nation approve the Land Code and the Individual Agreement. Control over _____________ First Nation lands and resources will be transferred from Indian Affairs under the Indian Act to _____________ First Nation under its Land Code. Although for the most part the community, both band members and non-band members, will not feel immediate effects of the new land management, there will be some changes that will occur within the first year.

Land laws will be enacted under the _____________ First Nation Land Code. These laws will address issues such as environment, land use planning and development, zoning, dispute resolution, water disposal, local and public works, enforcement, etc. Land laws will differ from by-laws, as land laws will only address land. For example, there is currently a vacuum under the Indian Act in respect of laws on the environment. This vacuum must be filled by First Nations under the First Nations Land Management Act. Many current leases require the tenant to obey applicable laws. There should be no exemptions from these laws for a tenant who signed a lease with the Crown. As is currently the case, tenants are now subject to all by-laws enacted by a Council under the Indian Act, land laws will also apply to all tenants. Furthermore, non-band members do no vote on any current _____________ First Nation by-laws under the Indian Act, and as such this will continue for land laws enacted under the Land Code. To take the example of tenants in a condominium or commercial leases in shopping centres, tenants have no right to vote in corporation elections or by-laws that affect use of the leased premises. 

Third party interests will continue according to the terms and conditions of the lease as signed. Once the terms of those leases are due, new leases may be signed with _____________ First Nation. There are special and unique characteristics to living on reserve. Leaseholders accepted this arrangement when they approached Canada to enter into these leases. These leases were negotiated by the Crown (federal government) acting as “trustee” of the affected First Nation. _____________ First Nation has always been the real landlord of the land and the First Nations Land Management Act merely removes the bureaucratic “trustee” from this arrangement. 

_____________ First Nation has always met with lessees to discuss their concerns and will continue to do so under the land management of the _____________ First Nation Land Code.

For more information, please contact:

__________________

Land Code Development Coordinator

_____________ First Nation 

